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• Founded 2013

• Brussels 

• 20 people staff

• More than 1,5 million EU citizens

• 2.250 energy cooperatives

• European sector federation of energy 

communities

• International Cooperative Alliance

Who is                              ?



Expertise of REScoop.eu
Providing guidance at the national level & tracking 

implementation
Experts to the European Commission:



REScoop.eu: Cooperative principles 
applied to the energy sector 
1. Voluntary and Open Membership

2. Democratic Member Control

3. Member Economic Participation

4. Autonomy and Independence

5. Education, Training, and Information

6. Cooperation among Cooperatives

7. Concern for Community



Cooperatives: joining social & 
technological innovation 

• Renewable energy production

• Supply

• Training & education

• Distribution – ownership and management 

• Flexibility – storage, vpp & demand response

• Energy monitoring

• Energy savings/home renovations

• District heating

• Electric vehicle sharing

• …



Benefits of community energy 
ownership

1. Revenues from renewables to provide services to meet 
member/local needs (e.g. education, renovations/EE, 
energy poverty)

2. Economic benefits for participants (e.g. energy bill 
savings, return on investment)

3. Economic and energy security 

(affordability/stability/transparency) 

4. Public acceptance

5. Democratic community ownership, empowerment

6. Basis for flexibility, especially at the distributed level 



Potential impact of community energy
Technical University of Denmark: 

Social potential of 176 billion EUR that could be harnessed from European citizens willing to invest in RES 

CE Delft (2016) The potential of energy citizens in the European Union



Hvide Sande, Denmark: from wind 
production to district heating 

• Established by local tourism association, along with local 
unions, industry and utilities

• Established community foundation to use revenue from 3 MW 
wind turbine to renovate harbor

• Foundation owns 80% of the project, citizens own 20% 

• Association represented by local members, with 
independence from establishing members

• Harbour benefits from annual rent of DKK 4.8 million

• Contributes €1.2 million per year to local development

• Turbines now owned by the community district heating 
network of the town

• During energy crisis, heating prices went down by 45%



• Solar PV cooperative projects on social housing 
estates throughout London

• Agreement with local Council to lease roofs

• Reduced investment requirement for residents of 
estates

• Energy savings fund: portion of profits go into 
EE/renovation initiatives, education 

• Brixton Energy: block-chain powered peer-to-
peer energy trading to allow cheap, clean 
electricity supply 

• Now extending to schools, gardening initiatives 

Example of reinvesting profits in community: 
energy poverty



Collaboration with local authorities

• Policy Support: Local tenders to support local 

development of renewables

• Community benefit fund in Eeklo

• Provision of services to municipality & citizens

• Direct citizen participation

• Investment opportunities by the Municipality

• Joint investment by cooperatives and municipalities

• Joint investment in 6 wind turbines (€25m) between

Ecopower/Courant d’Air and  municipalities of Amel/Büllingen



Wallonie, Belgium: a movement built
over time



“Most importantly, our vision is of an 

Energy Union with citizens at its core, 

where citizens take ownership of the 

energy transition, benefit from new 

technologies to reduce their bills, 

participate actively in the market, and 

where vulnerable consumers are 

protected.” - 2015 Commission Communication on a Framework 
Strategy for a Resilient Energy Union

Never forget the big bang 





Energy communities : an 
organisational concept
• Legal entity

• Non-commercial purpose

• Open & voluntary membership

• Economic participation (i.e. ownership) in RES production installations and 

related services 

• Citizens, small and medium enterprises and public authorities

• ‘Effective control’ (i.e. decision-making) by members not engaged in the 

energy sector

**For RECs: requirement for autonomy (democratic decision-making + ‘local’ 

control



The next episode: OGs and young thugs 



Where are we now?

Grand Total  8,072



Zeleni Hrastnik, Slovenia 

• Established in an industrial mining town of Hrastnik

• Installed on the roof of a primary school

• Supplies electricity to the school, 16 homes, the town hall, a 
swimming pool, a grocery store and two local companies

• Co-designed with residents through workshops and regular 
communication 

• Established as a cooperative by an NGO and the municipality 

• To ensure lower income households could participate, initial 
financial contribution covered by the cooperative

• Expecting to save around 30% on electricity bills of participants  
in the first years of operation while the loan is repaid – after 
that, savings could double.



What it looks like at the moment
Austria
• Clear legislative framework + financial incentives + 

energy crisis has resulted in rapid development of 
energy communities  - over 1,600 energy communities

Poland
• From 2 energy cooperatives in 2022 → 187 now
• Driver: net metering for energy cooperatives + reduced 

regulatory burdens
• Mainly for production + consumption (no selling)

Czech Republic 
• 11 RECs / 74 ECs registered with the Regulator 

• National coalition created by NGOs, local authorities, 
housing developers and other small businesses

• Resulted in favourable legislation to develop energy 
sharing



What it looks like at the moment

The Netherlands 

• As of 2023, 714 energy cooperatives        

(  > 2/3 in solar)

• 301 energy cooperatives in field of 

energy savings

• 70 initiatives working on collective 

heating projects

• Finance: 8.5 million EUR –> estimated 

CAPEX 47.5 million EUR



How’s it going?

Definitions

Enabling 

framework

Financing



The game done changed…



Source: NY Times (May 7, 2024), Giant Batteries are Transforming the Way the U.S. Uses Electicity



Citizens Energy Package 
1. Implementation & Enforcement of EU rules - first things first, get the original provisions in the 

Clean Energy Package right & make sure new provisions in Fit-for-55 / REPowerEU are 

implemented

2. Concrete Targets - The EU should set a target based on national assessments of potential 

(which have not been done in most MS)

3. Clarify the concepts - energy communities = organisational concept and social economy 

actors; need to distinguish from technical activities like energy sharing

4. Incentives for local ownership and benefit sharing - to ensure fairness & public acceptance 

around RES, local ownership needs to be integrated into policy frameworks, planning 

processes, and included in developer-led projects

5. Ensuring a level playing field & fair treatment of community energy initiatives - EC’s need 

incentives, capacity building programs, access to space (to produce/connect to the grid), 

regulation, tools to access to finance, and tailored support schemes

6. Tackling energy poverty and promoting inclusivity - CEP should contain strong measures to 

tackle energy poverty (e.g. financial mechanisms such as the Social Climate Fund, use of EU 

Funds (e.g. Just Transition, Regional Development,one-stop shops, and awareness raising 

initiatives)





@rescoop.eu

@REScoop.eu

REScoopVideos 

REScoop.eu

rescoop.eu

 

www.rescoop.eu

You can find the resources cited in this 
presentation online. If you want to know more, 

plaease contact us!

josh.roberts@rescoop.eu
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