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• European Federation of Citizen Energy 
Cooperatives

• Not for profit association

• Based in Belgium

• Founded  in 2013

• 2000+energy cooperatives 

• 1,5+ million EU citizens

Who is                                 ?



By 2050, 1 in 2 Europeans could be producing their own energy, 
covering 45% of the EU’s electricity demand



From small solar 
parks to offshore 

wind: 

The diversity of the 
community energy 

movement in 
Europe



What kind of activities do citizen energy communities 
focus on? 

Production and Supply: Ecopower (BE), Enercoop (FR), Som Energia 

(ES)

• These are the three largest energy cooperatives in Europe

• > 60.000 members each

• They produce energy, then supply it to members (and clients) at 

lower than market costs





Collective Self consumption - Greece



Negative bills… it’s a thing! 

2 x 100kwp solar parks



Local energy sharing is used in many European 
countries…

Slovenia -> Zeleni Hrastnik energy 
cooperative

• 300kwp solar rooftop project 
supplying 16 apartments in the 
nearby residential area, the 
municipality building, the local 
school, and 3 local businesses

Similar model in Spain, France, the 
Netherlands, Belgium



Residual biomass heating
Energy community of Karditsa 
(Central Greece)

- Use of residual biomass 
(cooperation with agricultural 
cooperatives and coffee stores)

- Production of bio-pellets

- Selling the pellets to households 
in the local area 



Transport / E-car sharing - SomEnergia 
(Spain)

Thousands of citizens 

sharing electric cars 

through an online 

application & platform 



Housing Retrofits & energy sobriety

Energy Communities Tipperary Cooperative (IE)

• A One-Stop-Shop for Community-led 

renovations

• Assist in all stages of a housing retrofit (grant aid, 

sourcing of contractors and project overseeing)

• Between 2012 – 2019 already 827 houses 

renovated, leading up to 8.8 GWh in energy 

savings through a 10.2 million Euro investment



Offshore wind -> Seacoop (BE)

consortium of the largest 

Belgian cooperatives. 

Secured the right to 

participate in the first 

offshore wind tender in 

Belgium in 2025



Renewables are the energy 

source of peace and energy 

security…

Congratulations for already 

thinking of the energy 

system of the future!



Thank you!

Questions / Comments?

chris.vrettos@rescoop.eu


